
Pleasantville City Council Meeting  
July 21, 2026, at 5:30pm  

  
Mayor Kody Jurgens opened the meeting with council members Rachel Lopez, Chelsea Kain, Kyle 

Patterson, and Jordan Van Ness present. Jordan Van Ness joined via zoom at about 5:50pm. Council Member 
Aaron Hurt was absent. 

Mayor Jurgens thanked the police department and the fire department for their send off for the 
Pleasantville Trojan baseball team to the state tournament. 

Police Chief Adam Choat reported that the new squad car has arrived and is awaiting graphics before 

being placed into service. After inspecting the medical supply bags in the squad cars, the department found that 
most supplies had expired, so new IFAK trauma medical bags were ordered and placed in all three vehicles. Chief 
Choat also reported intermittent data communication in the squad cars and said FirstNet is sending three 

cellular devices for the in-car laptops on a trial basis. He noted that FirstNet prioritizes public safety and costs 
about the same as the city currently pays Verizon. To address concerns about wear and tear and mileage 

distribution, Chief Choat will assign cars to individual officers, who will be responsible for keeping their assigned 

vehicles clean and reporting maintenance issues. He also informed the council that the department has begun 
addressing nuisances. The LPR camera test and evaluation have been completed, and the camera has been 

removed and will be returned to the vendor. 

Library Board President Abby Glann reported that the summer reading program concluded last week and 

that the pet show is scheduled for Saturday. 

City Administrator Rachel Reynolds reported that she requested an update from Iowa Pond Guy on the 

pond treatments and included a copy in the council packets. 

City Attorney Bob Stuyvesant informed the council that he received the settlement agreement signed by 

Adkins and forwarded it to the council attorney. The county will not approve the agreement until it includes a 

closing date; however, the IRS will not release the lien without a signed agreement, and a closing date cannot be 

set without IRS approval. Stuyvesant said he has contacted the attorney handling the IRS matter to determine 
whether there is a way to resolve the issue. He also noted that an upcoming hearing will update the court on 
the status of the matter. 

Motion by Patterson, seconded by Kain to approve the consent agenda as follows; approval of previous 
council meeting minutes, approval of June 2026 financial reports, approval of water consumption report for June 
2026, approval of employee comp time, approval of Police Report, and approval of the following bills: All voting in 
favor, motion carried.  

 
ABBY K GLANN                   REIMB FOR LIBRARY ZOOM            16.99 T-MOBILE Communications 53.10 
ADVANTAGE ADMINISTRATORS,  GROUP INS ADMINS            52.5 BROWN SANITATION Recycling 450.00 
APRIL SCHRADER                 REIMB- X-MAS IN PARK      680.39 MARION CO HUMANE SOC Animal Control 417.50 
BOUND TO STAY BOUND            LIBRARY BOOKS                     365.12 KARL CHEVROLET PD Explorer 40,000.00 
CELESTE CRAFTY CORNER          MH CLEANING            531.25 ACCESS SYSTEMS INC Copy Machine 224.10 
COLONIAL LIFE                  COLONIAL PRETAX                   70.18 WELLMARK BL CR/BL SH Group Ins 16,200.78 
DEMCO INC                      LIBRARY OFFICE SUPPLIES           134.7 TYLER FLESHER Cell Stipend 20.00 
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      5,841.35 TROY GILCHRIST Cell Stipend 20.00 
ELITE PEST CONTROL             LIBRARY PEST CONTROL              40 RIDDELL/ALL AMERICAN  FB Helmets 2,818.92 
HAWKINS INC                    CHLORINE                          361 PAUL GASPAROVICH Water plant Emerg call out 50.00 
INGRAM LIBRARY SERVICES        BOOKS                             446.43 Dan Benge Water plant Emerg call out 50.00 
IOWA POND GUY, LLC             MAINT CONTRACT                    750 GALLS, LLC traverse vest 426.99 
IPERS                          PROTECTED IPERS                   8,177.76 SMITH FERTILIZER &GRAIN Round up 194.26 
MADISON NATIONAL LIFE INS      LIFE INS                          274.18 QUILL CORPORATION TP 154.71 
MARTIN MARIETTA MATERIALS      3/4 IN. ROAD STONE                1,940.04 INDIANOLA HERALD subscription 60.00 
MERCEDES HACKETT               MANAGE CONCESSIONS       1,800.00 MEDIACOM Street Dept 46.99 
MGL PRINTING SOLUTIONS         UTILITY BILL FORMS                876 UNITI Library Internet 157.03 
MIDWEST SANITATION             CLEAN UP DAYS        2,087.60 JOSH LENGER Belt 143.96 
OLDCASTLE APG,INC              PLAYGROUND MULCH                  2,703.89 MIDWEST SANITATION Garbage/Recycling 225.00 
TREASURER-STATE OF IA          STATE TAX                         1,246.69 I & S GROUP, INC Capital Improvement Plan 1,500.00 
PEOPLES BANK                   PETTY CASH-CH                     59 MICROBAC LAORATORIES  Testing 891.50 
PEOPLES BANK                   ANALYSIS CHARGE                   10.59 NORTHLAND SECURITIES Annual Financial Report filing 550.00 
PITNEY BOWES INC               METER POSTAGE                     201 WAGNER & MILLER  Concession Repairs 44.83 
POSTMASTER                     WATER BILLS                       345.26 ILEA Training/classes 75.00 
SANGOMA USA INC                PHONE SYSTEM                      196.75 CJ COOPER & ASSOCIATES  lab testing 55.00 
STAR EQUIPMENT, LTD            WWTP MIXING PUMP                  345 MCKAY INSURANCE  Work Comp Audit 1,903.00 
STRAW HAT FARMS                CH/LIB PLANTERS                   107.5 UNITI Internet 187.55 
THE DES MOINES REGISTER        LIBRARY SUBSCRIPTION              29.9 US AUTOFORCE Tires 368.60 



TREVOR ZOSS                    REF 12/13                         180 IOWA DNR Annual Water Supply Fee 180.41 
U S CELLULAR                   COMMUNICATIONS                    286.02 CAPITAL CITY EQUIPMENT  Trackloader 89.31 
UTILITY EQUIPMENT CO INC       METER PIT & PARTS    2,815.09 CITY OF PLEASANTVILLE Water Bills 540.30 
VEENSTRA AND KIMM, INC         TRADE PERMIT                      75 FARM & HOME supplies 121.28 
VSP                            VISION                            222.91 VISA Cabin filter 31.02 
UNITI                          LIBRARY PHONE/INTERNET            146.25 RIDDELL/ALL AMERICAN  Helmets 2,116.95 
Stivers Ford Lincoln Ford F450 53,077.00 DOLLAR GENERAL soap/batteries 32.90 
IOWA STATE DEPT OF REV Sales Tax 54.50 MENARDS DES MOINES downspout/paint/elbow/brush 91.34 
IOWA STATE DEPT OF REV Water Excise Tax 1,281.88 OVERDRIVE e-books 786.04 
IOWA POND GUY, LLC Pond Maint 750.00 VERIZON communications 143.60 
IOWA ONE CALL locates 91.10 VISA training/google/uattend 614.85 
PLEASANTVILLE EMS Quarterly Pmt 24,513.50 VISA books/cleaning sup 410.26 
MID AMERICAN ENERGY Utilities 5,043.92 HAWKINS INC chlorine cylinder 10.00 

 

Revenue received during month of June 2026: General Fund $21,663.43; Road Use Tax $23,965.88; Employee 
Benefits $2,107.54; LOST $22,526.18; TIF $12,593.97; Debt Service $20,126.69; Water $32,292.59; Water Sinking 
$10,655; Sewer $49,080.16; Sewer Sinking $27,958.74; Storm Water $2,049.40  
 

New Business: 
Council Member Van Ness joined via zoom at this time.  
Scott Ziller with McKay Insurance explained that, during the building renovation, residents stopped in to 

share stories and express their desire to keep the time and temperature sign installed by the former bank. He 

said bulbs on the south side of the sign, facing Smokey Row, are beginning to fail. McKay Insurance contacted 
several sign companies about replacing the bulbs with LED lights, but the sign is old enough that it is no longer 

supported. The quoted cost to replace the message sign is $36,109.29. Ziller said McKay Insurance will keep and 
maintain the existing sign as long as possible. The company is also reviewing sign options because the south 

side of the building does not currently have advertising. If the sign remains as a message display, responsibility 
for programming it will need to be discussed. Reynolds explained that she added the item to the agenda so the 
council could consider whether they would be interested in sharing the cost. Mayor Jurgens noted that the sign 

may qualify for a Downtown Revitalization Grant. Reynolds said she would look into possible funding sources. 
Jordan Van Ness joined the meeting via zoom at approximately 5:50PM.  
Reynolds informed the council that she and Mayor Jurgens attended a township trustees meeting last 

week to discuss Pleasant Grove Cemetery. The trustees asked whether the city would consider taking over the 

cemetery or entering into a 28E agreement. Township Trustee Aubrey Burress explained that a House File 

considered during the last legislative session would have eliminated elected township trustees and transferred 
their authority to the board of supervisors. Board of Supervisors Chair Kisha Jahner contacted Burress and asked 

her to begin discussions with Reynolds about the city potentially taking over Pleasant Grove Cemetery. If similar 
legislation passes next year, the Board of Supervisors will likely ask cities with cemeteries within their corporate 

limits to assume responsibility for them. Burress explained that if the cemetery is deeded to the city, no 
cemetery levy would be available because cities cannot levy for cemeteries. The township currently levies $.30 

per taxable thousand. A 28E agreement would allow the township to retain the levy and pay the city for 
cemetery maintenance. Burress said the township expects about $52,000 from the cemetery levy next year and 

currently pays $35,000 annually for mowing. Plot sales generated $27,000 last year and $5,000 the year before. 
She said the Board of Supervisors wants discussions to begin now rather than wait until time is limited if 
legislation passes next year, which would likely occur in March or April and take effect July 1st. The township 
manages four cemeteries, with Pleasant Grove being the largest at 27 acres. Under a 28E agreement, the 

township would retain ownership, keep the levy in place, and pay the city to maintain the cemetery. Burress also 

noted that the township has reserve funds available for cemetery maintenance. Reynolds and Van Ness noted the 

city lacks the manpower and equipment to mow the cemetery, so the work would likely need to be contracted 

out. Burress and Reynolds emphasized that no decision is needed now and that the discussion is only 
beginning. 

Engineer Joey Whitehouse explained ISG performed a review for the requested parcel split. The request is 
from the Hinners property, purchasing land from the neighboring Boots property. The requested area is located 
0.25 miles outside of the city limits to the southeast. Based on the review there are no concerns regarding the 
application or the plat of survey and ISG recommends approval. Motion by Patterson, seconded by Lopez to 
approve parcel split for parcel no. 1951900000. All voting in favor, motion carried. 

Reynolds explained that several years ago the P&Z Commission recommended that the city council 

amend the zoning ordinance governing accessory building sizes because of the number of variance requests 



being submitted and approved. Engineer Whitehouse reviewed and compared ordinances from surrounding 

communities, and the review was included in the council packets. Reynolds said the Board of Adjustment has 

approved four variances in the past year, with another property owner also inquiring about one. Because the 
board has set a precedent, she explained that denying similar requests could create a legal issue. Reynolds 

noted that the issue was previously brought to the council at the P&Z Commission’s request, but the council 
chose at that time to have the Board of Adjustment review variance requests on a case-by-case basis. Reynolds 

also provided data on variances approved during the past 13 years, all of which were less than 30% of the rear 

yard. The mayor and council reviewed comparisons from neighboring communities and favored Indianola’s 

ordinance, which allows accessory buildings up to 1,800 square feet and no more than 10% of the total lot 

area. However, they preferred not to include Indianola’s restriction that the accessory building be no taller than 

the principal structure and instead favored keeping the language limiting accessory buildings to no more than 

one and one-half stories and a maximum height of 24 feet. The council asked Reynolds to send the ordinance to 

the P&Z Commission for review and feedback before the next council meeting. Motion by Patterson, seconded by 

Kain, to set a public hearing for August 18, 2026, at 5:30 p.m. to amend Chapter 165.06(4) regarding accessory 
building size. All voting in favor, motion carried. 

Old Business: 
Chief Choat informed the council that he has discussed e-bike and scooter regulations with area police 

chiefs. He said many communities are working with their city attorneys to draft ordinances governing their use 

on city streets and sidewalks. Chief Choat explained that many e-bikes and scooters travel faster than mopeds 
and are often operated by children younger than the legal age required to operate a moped. He will continue 
discussing the issue with area chiefs and review ordinances adopted by other cities. In the meantime, electric 

bikes and scooters must obey all traffic laws. 

Engineer Whitehouse presented a concept to address gravel runoff from the park parking lot east of the 

pond. He recommended removing and compacting the gravel in the main parking area and installing 3 inches 
of asphalt to direct stormwater toward the pond. He also discussed the gravel area west of the main parking 
lot, adjacent to the pond road, and said the city should determine whether additional parking is needed and 
whether that area should also be paved. To reduce costs, he recommended avoiding storm sewer work and 

returning the additional parking area to grass. Van Ness noted that the Jones Street park entrance also needs 
grading to improve stormwater drainage. Whitehouse recommended working with a contractor to obtain a 

quote. 

Motion by Patterson, seconded by Lopez to adjourn. All voting in favor motion carried. 

 

 
 

                                    
                                                                                                                        _______________________________    
                                                                                                                                 Mayor, Kody Jurgens  
____________________________________  
Attest: Rachel Reynolds, City Clerk 


