
Pleasantville City Council Meeting 
 

March 16, 2021 at 5:30pm 
 

Mayor Steve Marsh opened the meeting with council members Carol Allen, Kody Jurgens, Kyle Patterson, 
and Clinton Wallace present. Council Member Jordan Van Ness joined at 5:55pm.  

Police Chief/City Administrator, Joe Mrstik, explained to the council that the fireworks will be held on 
Sunday July 4th as there will not be anybody available to shoot off fireworks on Saturday July 3rd. He explained the 
Chamber of Commerce is planning to hold the parade and activities on Saturday. Mrstik informed that the 
Betterment Committee is planning the Pig Out Celebration for the weekend of June 4th and 5th. Parks and Rec 
Director, Jordan Flaws, has a committee for the Firecracker 5K. Mrstik also informed the council that he received 
an email that the DNR awarded the city $1000 for a tree grant.  

Flaws informed the council that little league sign up is over and there are about 218 kids signed up.  
Mayor Marsh asked if the clean up days have been changed. Public Works Director, Shawn Breazeale, 

informed that the clean up days are now scheduled for Oct. 9th with the household hazardous waste day. Otto 
asked if this information could be posted to the city’s Facebook page. 

Breazeale informed the council that there are streetlights out at the intersections of Business Hwy 5 and 
Hwy 5 and Hwy 5 and Pleasant St. He has the lights ordered and will replace them at the same time. He informed 
that he is still working through issues at the WWTP. He has contacted Kelly Evens with ISG to help with some 
issues. 

Aaron Hurt informed the council that he would paint the open shelter at the park if the city would 
purchase the paint.  

Josh Kitsis shared his concerns about the city lifting the pit bull ordinance. He expressed the city could be 
liable if there was issue with a dog bite. Mrstik explained there is a dangerous animal ordinance that will stay in 
place that would consider any dog dangerous if they were to bite an individual. This would just be removing a 
specific breed. Attorney, Bob Stuyvesant, explained that the city is not accountable unless a dog was to bite an 
individual and the city was informed about it and did not act on the issue. Stuyvesant explained that he represents 
several small towns and they have maintained specific breeds. However, a lot of larger cities are removing the 
specific breed.  

Motion by Otto, seconded by Wallace to approve the consent agenda as follows; approval of previous 
council meeting minutes, approval of February 2021 financial reports, approval of water consumption report for 
February 2021, approval of employee comp time, approval of Police Report, and approval of the following bills:  All 
voting in favor, motion carried. 

VENDOR REFERENCE 
               
AMOUNT   VENDOR REFERENCE  AMOUNT 

ADVANTAGE ADMIN  GROUP INS ADMINS                  36.75 KNIA KRLS                      PUBLIC SAFETY                     94.25 
ALLIED CONSTRUCTION    MEM HALL FLOOR               7,445.00 MADISON NATIONAL LIFE       INSURANCE                         406.24 
BADGER METER                   METERS                 780 MEDIACOM                       COMMUNICATIONS                566.86 
BANLEACO                       LED LIGHTS                        297.11 MENARDS ALTOONA                SUPPLIES       278.86 
BLUE SOMBRERO                  REGISTRATIONS                 18 MENARDS DES MOINES             SUPPLIES             140.58 
BLUE SOMBRERO                  REGISTRATIONS          3 MID AMERICAN ENERGY            UTILITIES                         4,652.05 
BLUE SOMBRERO                  REGISTRATIONS             3 MIDWEST OFFICE TECH  COPY MACHINE                      58.7 
BRANDON PENNINGTON             CELL STIPEND                      20 MIDWEST WHEEL                  BATTERY CHARGER                   700.84 
BROWN SANITATION               RECYCLING                         720 MUNICIPAL SUPPLY INC           WA SUPPLIES                       2,527.50 
CANON FINANCIAL SERVICES       COPY MACHINE                      127.68 MYERS INSURANCE                INSURANCE                         46,034.00 
CARGILL, INC.                  SOFTENER SALT                     3,747.83 NORTHCOTE MEATS INC.           CONCESSIONS                       915.83 
CASEY'S MASTERCARD    FUEL                              1,850.27 TREASURER-STATE OF IA          STATE TAXES                       1,345.00 
CHRIS WEBER                    REF FOR BB           400 PELLA COOP ELECTRIC     6108156371 2,777.69 
CHRISTINA WEBER                BB REF                            450 PEOPLES BANK  ACH FEE                           24 
COLLECTION SERVICES CTR        CASE ID 927284                    551.07 POSTMASTER                     MARCH WA BILLS                    198 
COLLECTION SERVICES CTR        CASE ID 927284                    551.07 QUILL CORPORATION              SUPPLIES         272.54 
COLONIAL LIFE                  COLONIAL PRETAX                   62.18 RACEWAY TIRE         TIRE REPAIR                       18 
CONTRACTOR SOLUTIONS           HOSES FOR PUMPS                   464.48 SAFE BUILDING LLC              PERMITS            6,736.59 
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      3,797.89 SHIELD TECHNOLOGY         PD SOFTWARE                       290 
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      4,404.28 SMITH FERT AND GRAIN     ROAD TREATMENT                    1,550.94 
EFTPS                          FED/FICA TAX                      565.89 SNYDER AND ASSOCIATES          JASPER ENGINEERING                3,138.72 
ELITE PEST CONTROL             PEST CONTROL                      123.05 TAMI BINGHAM                   DEPOSIT REFUND                    200 
EMSLRC                         CPR CARD                          8.5 THE CARLISLE CITIZEN           PUBLICATION                       39 



ENGINEERED OPERATIONS  WWTP SUPPLEIS              544 THE CARLISLE CITIZEN           PUBLICATIONS                      446.37 
FARM & HOME                    SUPPLIES     156.74 TRAVIS SMITH                   REF FOR BBALL         225 
FERGUSON WATERWORKS            TRANSCEIVER                 2,769.55 TRAVIS SMITH                   BB REF                            225 
HAWKEYE TRUCK EQUIP            PLOW PARTS                        34.7 TROY GILCHRIST                 MILEAGE TO CLASS                  41.44 
HENDERSON PRODUCTS, INC        SANDER PARTS                 183.8 TROY GILCHRIST                 CELL STIPEND                      20 
HOUSE 2 HOUSE  CLEANING              532.5 U S CELLULAR                   CELL PHONES                       319.42 
MARION CO HUMANE SOC  CONTRACT                          141.2 VAN WALL EQUIPMENT             OIL/FILTERS 183.58 
IAMU CLASS-WA                          25 VERIZON                        COMMUNICATIONS          120.11 
IDNR                           EXAM FEES                         90 DENNY VRBAN TRUCKING           HAUL ROAD SALT                    1,398.20 
IOWA STATE DEPT OF REV         Feb WA Excise Tax                 1,237.00 W L CONST SUPPLY, INC.  SAW BLADE                         320 
IOWA STATE DEPT OF REV         TAXES 399 Accounts Payable Total           144,945.77 
IPERS                          PROTECTED IPERS                   5,560.28 Payroll Checks                      26,325.79 
JAMES FLAWS                    REF FOR BBALL          225 *** REPORT TOTAL ***         171,271.56 
JAMES FLAWS                    BB REF                            225 GENERAL                           49,092.98 
JAY FLAWS                      REF FOR BBALL        200 MEMORIAL HALL                     8,889.83 
JAY FLAWS                      BB REF                            225 RECREATION                        8,053.30 
JIM FLAWS                      REF FOR BB                 400 ROAD USE TAX                      18,406.53 
JONATHON FLAWS                 BB REF                            450 EMPLOYEE BENEFITS                 303.23 
JORDAN FLAWS                   MI/CONCESSIONS     99.38 EQUIPMENT                         27,844.40 
JORDAN FLAWS                   MI/CONCESSIONS         122.86 JASPER ST          2,282.40 
JOSH FLAWS                     REF FOR BBALL          200 WATER                             30,104.98 
JOSH FLAWS                     BB REF                            225 SEWER                             26,236.91 
KARL CHEVROLET                 PW-TRUCK                27,844.40 STORM WATER                       57 
KEYSTONE LABORATORIES     WWTP TESTING                      363 TOTAL FUNDS                       171,271.56 

 

Revenue received during month of February 2021: General Fund $5,984.33; Memorial Hall $921.17; Recreation 
$13,359.53; Road Use Tax $14,890.13; Employee Benefits $757.46; Debt Service $930.34; Equipment $500.00; 
Water $37,477.65; WA-Jasper St. Water Main $30,247; Water Sinking $2,081.81; Sewer $52,264.40; Construction 
WWTP $5,000; Sewer Sinking $26,708.63; Storm Water $2,217.90; Storm Water-Jasper St. Storm Wa $6,469.00 
 

New Business: 
Mrstik informed the council that the Marion County Development Commission is going to have a 

commercial economic study done about potential growth. He informed them that the chamber has contributed 
$500. Wallace asked what representation Pleasantville will have for the study. Mrstik and Marsh will be in contact 
with Carla and will request to have a seat on the committee. Council member Jordan Van Ness joined via zoom at 
5:55 pm. Motion by Patterson, seconded by Otto to approve $500 contribution for the Marion County 
Development Economic Study. All voting in favor motion carried. 

Flaws informed the council that there are a couple fields that need new infield surface. He informed them 
that he would like to use the same material the school has, it is made to last a lot longer. The company is out of 
MN and they recommended he order 100 ton for two fields. The cost with delivery is $6100.50. There is about 
$10,000 left in the budget for park improvements for this fiscal year. He also informed them that he has volunteers 
lined up to help with the prep work. Motion by otto, seconded by Wallace to approve up to $6100.50 for new 
surface material for 2 ball diamonds. All voting in favor motion carried. 

Motion by Wallace, seconded by Patterson to set a time and date for a public hearing the for the CDBG 
grant for the Evergreen UV Disinfection Lamp for April 20, 2021 at 5:30pm. All voting in favor motion carried. 

Mrstik informed the council that the city has a quit claim deed for the property at 307 E Monroe. We are 
waiting for the owner to sign the deed and bring in the abstract. There is $2683 owed in delinquent and current 
taxes that will need to be paid. City Clerk, Rachel Reed, informed the council that there is $4736 left in the budget 
for nuisance abatements. Motion by Wallace, seconded by Otto to approve payment of delinquent and current 
taxes in the amount of $2683 once the quit claim deed is signed by the owner. All voting in favor motion carried.  

Council member Jordan Van Ness left the meeting.  
Mrstik provided the council a quote for a new patrol vehicle from Karl Chevrolet. The 2021 Chevy Tahoe is 

$36,332.50, they will be coming out with the 2022 models and the price is going to increase. He explained he 
would like to secure the price for the 2021 model. The equipment is an additional $12,778.18 and the police 
markings are an additional $839 for a total of $49,949.68. They have given a trade in price for the Ford explorer of 
$5000. Mrstik explained that he would like to get a quote from Pella Motors with a trade in price as well. He also 
explained that a lot of the equipment will be transferred from the Explorer to save on equipment costs. Mrstik 
explained that due budget cuts this current fiscal year there was not a transfer from the general fund to the police 
vehicle replacement fund in the amount of $7500 and there will not be a $7500 transfer in FY2022. He currently 
has $26,687.10 in a vehicle replacement fund and $5100 in police equipment. The police equipment replacement 
fund has $1800 transferred in from the general fund every year. Beginning FY2022 the equipment fund will have 



$6900 for a total to go towards the new vehicle and equipment of $33,587.10. We have budgeted money from the 
local option sales tax fund to pay for the difference due to the budget cut. Wallace asked how long it will be until 
we need to trade the Tahoe Mrstik drives. He explained that he bases that off usage and mileage and he is not 
actively on patrol, he informed them it will be 7-10 years before the current Tahoe needs traded. Otto asked if 
there are not two officers on duty if the current Tahoe can be used as the primary police vehicle. Mrstik informed 
the council that he has an issue with that. Jurgens expressed concerns with raising taxes and purchasing a new 
vehicle although he understands it is different funds. Mrstik expressed that he feels the city should give the 
officers a safe and dependable vehicle. Wallace stated he understands Jurgens concerns but also understands the 
point of importance and safety. Motion by Wallace, seconded by Patterson to approve the state bid for the Tahoe 
and equipment not to exceed $45,000. $33,587.10 to come from the equipment replacement fund and the 
difference to be paid from the local option sales tax fund. Otto aye, Patterson aye, Jurgens abstained, Wallace aye. 
Motion carried.  

Motion by Otto, seconded by Patterson to approve Resolution 1-10 setting a date for a public hearing on 
proposal to enter into a Sewer Revenue Loan and Disbursement Agreement and to borrow money for the WWTP 
Digester project for April 20, 2021 at 5:30pm. All voting in favor motion carried. 
 Motion by Otto to adjourn, seconded by Wallace. All voting in favor motion carried. 

  
 
 
 

                                                     _______________________________   
                                                                                                                                 Mayor Steve Marsh  
__________________________________ 
Attest:  Rachel Reed, City Clerk   


